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scanty vegetation in which coco-nut palms predominate, and is
often backed towards the land side by an ill-drained, swampy
tract in which lagoons are occasionally found. Behind this wet
zone lies the most important belt of the coastal lowlands, consist-
ing as a rule of rich alluvial soil and covered in its natural state,
where the climate is favourable, with tropical forests. This is
the matta region of Eastern Brazil. It runs inland up the
rivers and even extends over the first low hills. In fact, it is
the varying width of the moderately hilly belt that is mainly
responsible for the changes in width of the whole coastal zone.
The undulating country, however, gives place almost everywhere
from Southern Peru to Southern Brazil, to mountains or plateau
country of considerable height, steep towards the sea, so that
the inland limits of the lowland strip are clearly marked.

The climatic conditions in different parts of these peripheral
lowlands vary considerably, as will be clear from the account
given in Chapter II above. The rainless section in Peru is
followed in the north-west by another section extending from
the Gulf of Guayaquil to Panama, in which there are abundant
tropical rains and where forests descend to the Pacific. East of
Panama as far as the Orinoco Delta the rainfall, though fairly
heavy, is distributed seasonally in such a way as to favour
savannah vegetation where the dry intervals are long, and to
permit of forests where they are short. These conditions continue
into the coastal margin of the Guiana Plateau and beyond to the
Amazon Delta, but with an increasing proportion of the area
under forests. Marajo Island at the mouth of the Amazon,
however, is mainly savannah country. From Para to the mouth
of the Sao Francisco, the coastal strip is fairly well supplied
with rains, but at the north-eastern angle of the continent these
share somewhat in the uncertainty of those of the inland districts,
and the natural vegetation is accordingly patchy. True forests
occur only on the elevated and exposed areas. Along the coast
to Bahia and thence onwards to ParancL State, the alluvial low-
lands and the seaward slopes of the hills and mountains are
covered almost continuously with a luxurious tropical vegetation
favoured by the abundant rainfall distributed throughout the
year.

The coastal district of Peru produces little or no vegetation
except along the valleys of some forty or fifty streams that
descend from the Andes, of which only about thirty are of
importance for cultivation.

A number of these streams rise in the main range of the
Maritime Andes, the highest peaks of which are often covered
with snow, so that they are assured of a regular supply of water.